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Aims of the Directive

Maintain “high status” of waters where it exists, 
preventing any deterioration in the existing 
status of waters.

Achieve at least “good status” in all waters by 
2015.

Ensure water in protected areas meets 
requirements.

Involve stakeholders – community groups, 
public representatives, state agencies, trade 
organisations, and the general public.



Protected areas

• abstraction of water 

human consumption

• shellfish waters

• bathing waters

• nutrient-sensitive 

areas

• protection of 

habitats or species
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Eight Irish RBDs

Eastern RBD

South Eastern RBD

South Western RBD

Western RBD

Shannon IRBD

North Western 
IRBD

Neagh Bann IRBD

North Eastern RBD 
(Northern
Ireland)

Co-ordinating local
authorities

Dublin City

Carlow

Cork County

Galway County

Limerick County

Donegal

Monaghan

(NI EHS)
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water matters
“Have your say!”
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Local issues in the SWRBD

Enrichment of lakes and estuaries 

Aquatic alien species

Protection of high status sites 

Public participation in 
management of our waters
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What is your view about the 
suggested actions to control 
problems caused by this issue?

Are these actions appropriate?

Have we missed something 
important?
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