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Aims of the Directive

Maintain “high status” of waters where it exists, 
preventing any deterioration in the existing 
status of waters.

Achieve at least “good status” in all waters by 
2015.

Ensure water in protected areas meets 
requirements.

Involve stakeholders – community groups, 
public representatives, state agencies, trade 
organisations, and the general public.
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pass 
WFD

fail WFD

POLLUTION

For surface waters

“high status” means that “quality elements 
show little or no effects of human activity 
compared to undisturbed conditions”

“good status” means “quality elements show 
only slight changes caused by human 
activity compared to undisturbed 
conditions”. 

For groundwater “good status” must be 
achieved for abstraction and water quality.



Protected areas

• abstraction of water 

human consumption

• shellfish waters

• bathing waters

• nutrient-sensitive 

areas

• protection of 

habitats or species
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Eight Irish RBDs

Eastern RBD

South Eastern RBD

South Western RBD

Western RBD

Shannon IRBD

North Western 
IRBD

Neagh Bann IRBD

North Eastern RBD 
(Northern
Ireland)

Co-ordinating local
authorities

Dublin City

Carlow

Cork County

Galway County

Limerick County

Donegal

Monaghan

(NI EHS)
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water matters
“Have your say!”
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Local issues in the SWRBD

Enrichment of lakes and estuaries 

Aquatic alien species

Protection of high status sites 

Public participation in 
management of our waters
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How does the issue affect water 
quality?

What existing controls are in 
place?

Are these controls adequate to 
meet the new targets set by the 
Water Framework Directive?

What additional actions are 
proposed?
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Thank you

www.swrbd.ie



Licensing of sewage treatment plants by EPA

Local authorities must apply for licences

Population equivalent Deadline for licence applications
> 10,000  14th December 2007
> 2,000 and ≤ 10,000 22nd September 2008
> 1,000 and ≤ 2,000 28th February 2009
> 500 and ≤ 1,000 22nd June 2009

<500 – certificate application 22nd December 2009

EPA to issue licences within 4 months



Crytosporidium pathway

Pathway ReceptorSource

Infected
humans

Infected
animals

Human origin

•Septic tanks

•Proprietary 

treatment system

•Sewage 

treatment plants 

•Sludge disposal

Animal origin

•Slurry spreading

•Animal droppings

•Contact with 

infected animals

Through 
the soil

Direct
discharge

Over the
surface of
the ground

Surface water

•River
•Lake
•Estuary 
•Sea 

Groundwater

•Aquifer
•Well
•Borehole

On site 
wastewater 

treatment system 
measures

Municipal 
discharges 
measures

Nitrates action 
plan measures


